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For Immediate Release 
 

Optical Merge 
Curated by Myriam Rotzetter 

 
Jack Dzamba, Jane Fulton Alt, 

Simeon Gilmer, David Macaluso, Nathan Poglein 
November 29, 2007 - December 15, 2007, 12 pm-6 pm 

 
Opening Reception: Thursday, November 29, 2007, 6-8 pm 

 
 
New York, November 2007 – PaulaBarr chelsea will present “Optical Merge”, a 
group show featuring the work of five artists: Jack Dzamba, Jane Fulton Alt, 
Simeon Gilmer, David Macaluso and Nathan Poglein. The artists will be present at 
the opening on Thursday, November 29, from 6 pm to 8 pm. 
 
Joseph Conrad said, “Imagination, not invention, is the supreme master of art as 
of life.”   
 
Optical Merge carries us through the breathtaking pictures of three 
photographers, the black and white drawings of a young artist daring us to use 
our imagination and the stainless steel sculptures of an artist playing with the 
infinite possibilities of variations in shapes. With this show, PaulaBarr chelsea 
underlines the power of Conrad’s words, “imagination is the master of art.” 
 
Jack Dzamba brings an international sophistication to photography and design, 
having traveled and taken pictures in Europe, Russia, China, Canada, South 
America, and the United States. His work has won numerous awards in juried 
and international competitions, including in the 2007 Prix de la Photographie 
Paris, competition. Jack's image Remembrance, taken at the Louvre in Paris, was 
chosen in a National Juried Competition in 2003, judged by Marian Parmenter, 
Executive Director and Founder of the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art 
Artists Gallery. 
 
Jane Fulton Alt attended the University of Michigan (BA, 1973) and the 
University of Chicago (MA, 1975). She has exhibited extensively both nationally 
and internationally. She is the recipient of numerous awards and her work can be 
found in the permanent collections of the Museum of Fine Arts in Houston, New 
Orleans Museum of Art, Beinecke Library at Yale University, University of Illinois 
Comer Archive, Centro Fotografico Alvarez Bravo in Oaxaca, Mexico, Center for 
Photography at Woodstock, Harry Ransom Humanities Research Center, De Paul 
University Art Museum, Wilmette Public Library and the Dancing Bear collection 
of William Hunt. Alt is the recipient of the 2007 Illinois Arts Council Fellowship 
Award and the 2007 Ragdale Foundation Fellowship Award.  
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Simeon Gilmer is classically trained in the technique of Painting, having honed 
his trade at Pratt and PNCA. Simeon cut his teeth traditionally with drawing, 
sculpture, comic book artistry and painting, until he began his passionate journey 
into Photography. It was here in the urban night landscapes of New York where 
he would sharpen his experimentation of long exposure, composition, and the 
city after dark. Gilmer’s inspiration is born from the streetscapes of the city he 
loves, his works highlighting the individuality of the urban nightscape and 
illuminating the instinctive power of place. 
 
David Macaluso is a graduate from Hunter College, the New School University 
and the Parsons School of Design, New York City. Since 1991, he develops his art 
through various commissioned works for individual collectors and businesses His 
is a member of the Brooklyn Arts Council and the recipient of the Bellmore-
Merrick District Art Award. His work has been exhibited in New York galleries. 
 
Nathan Poglein holds a BFA from Penn State. After graduation, he spent two 
years away from school and worked doing graphic design work and 
experimenting with his art such as turning ice.   He entered grad school at Miami 
University of Ohio and studied metals. He was an assistant on an 85 foot public 
art project in Cincinnati.  Poglein has exhibited his work at different shows 
throughout the country.  He has been accepted into the 15th International Silver 
Triennial, which is currently touring Germany and other parts of Europe.  His 
work is part of collections in three Lark Book publications.  He graduated with his 
MFA this past spring. 
 

Upcoming shows at PaulaBarr Chelsea 

February 21, 2008 – March 8, 2008 
Maria Hagadus 

 
March 13, 2008 – March 29, 2008 

Susan Kraft & Paule Dubois Dupuis 
 

 
PB chelsea hours: Thursday – Saturday, 12 pm–6 pm and by appointment. For more 

information, please contact: Marguerite McAfee at 212.691.9482 or 
siteimages@gmail.com

 
PaulaBarr chelsea is a core program of Site Images, Inc, a not-for-profit arts 
organization.  The exhibitions in the gallery are sponsored in part by private 

donations and corporate support.  All programs are open to the public. 
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